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The prosperity of Masonry as a means of strengthening our religion and 
propagating true brotherly love, is one of the dearest wishes of my heart, 
which, I trust, will be gratified by the help of the Grand Architect of the 
Universe.      – William Howard Taft 

The Master’s Message 
It looks like spring may finally be here.  I hope everyone came through the recent 
bad weather without too much difficulty.  I'm certain there will be weather events in 
our future and that being the case, I ask any member experiencing trouble during 
such a weather event to notify myself or the secretary as well as the proper 
authorities.  The Lodge will do whatever possible to help you get through such a 
stressful and trying time. 
 
To update everyone on the repair of the water leak issues at our building, it now 
appears since the weather is warming work will soon start.  PM Ed Doremus has 
been working closely with the contractor, Structural Weatherproofing and 
Restoration, LLC, to resolve the problem and I am confident we chose the right 
contractor, and the leak issues will be repaired correctly. 
 
In case you missed it, The Grand Lodge Session was March 22nd through the 
24th.  We have a new Most Worshipful Grand Master Robert W. Waldron and a 
new Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden William D. Dreaden.  Along with 
elections there were several code proposals up for ballot.  If you've never attended 
a Grand Lodge Annual Communication, I encourage you to do so in the future. 
 
I would also like to update everyone on our scholarship program.  The committee, 
chaired by PM Roy Beard, has been doing outstanding work getting this program 
up and running. I feel they've developed an excellent application process and the 
procedures needed to make this a program a success and something we will all be 
proud of. 
 
If there concerns or comments you have, please contact me.  I'm available at any 
time to hear your ideas or comments about anything happening at your Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Craig Forshee, Worshipful Master 
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From The Secretary’s Desk 
Greetings Brethren, 

I hope everyone has been enjoying the warmer weather we’ve been having.  
Several of us have recently returned from the annual Grand Lodge 
Communication.  Unity Lodge was well represented.  We now have a new 
Grand Master, MW Robert Waldron, from Middle Tennessee.  We also 
extend congratulation to RW Buddy Leach from West Tennessee on being 
advanced to Senior Grand Warden and RW Doug Dreaden on being elected 
Junior Grand Warden.   

The scholarship committee has been hard at work in getting this new Lodge 
program up and running.  We hope to have more information for you soon. 

We have approximately 40 members who have not paid their 2022 dues.  A 
$25 late fee now applies to their balance.  I was recently questioned about this 
late fee.  The Lodge enacted it a few years ago as a by-law change.  It was 
necessary because a significant number of members were not paying their 
dues until late in the year.  This caused two issues.  One, it confused the 
collection of the next year’s dues which begins about October, and two, the 
lodge needs the funds to operate.  Regardless of our investments, by 
Tennessee Masonic Code, dues should be sufficient to cover the operating 
costs of the Lodge.  This is why dues payments are due by January 1 of each 
year.  Several other Lodges charge a late fee, many as early as January 1, so 
we were being generous in extending the grace period until March 31.  As 
usual, if someone is having difficulty in making their payment, all they have 
to do is contact the Lodge and we will work with you to make arrangements. 

Fraternally, 

Ralph Scott, Secretary 

2021 Officers 

2022 Officers 
 

Craig Forshee, Worshipful Master 
Broque Lingerfelt, Senior Warden 

Benji Kaw, Junior Warden  
Ed Doremus, Treasurer  
Ralph Scott, Secretary  

Bill McDaniel, Chaplain  
Joey Sabio, Senior Deacon  
Mike Riggs, Junior Deacon  

Leo Manguiob, Senior Steward  
Harold Sayco, Junior Steward  

Mike Beck, Tiler 

Deaths 

George Gray Beale   Herbert Thomas Allen 
10/01/1953 - 01/22/2022  12/21/1926 - 03/01/2022 
 
Joseph Lewis Brown   Kenneth Earl Rachal 
07/14/1935 - 01/01/2022  03/23/1969 - 01/06/2022 

 

Richard Kent McAden  Andrew Joseph Vollmar 
07/24/1941 - 02/09/2022  09/18/1980 - 03/18/2022 
  

 

Strengthened in his labors here by faith 
in God and encouraged by the hope of 
immortality, he has sought admittance 

into the celestial Lodge above. 
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Calendar 
April 

1 – Normal Whitehaven OES Stated Meeting @ 7:30 p.m 

2 – Daughter’s of the Nile Installation @ 2:00 p.m. 

4 – Lodge Stated Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

7 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

9 – Eastern Star Trivia Fundraiser @ 5:00 p.m. 

11 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

12 – Mizpah OES Stated Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

14 – SCV Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.  

16 – Daughter’s of the Nile Stated Session @ 11:00 a.m.              

18 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

21 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

23 – Daughter’s of the Nile Fundraiser @ 1:00 p.m. 

25 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

28 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

May 

2 – Lodge Stated Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

5 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

6 – Normal Whitehaven OES Stated Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

9 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

12 – SCV Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. 

16 – Lodge School of Instruction @ 6:00 p.m. 

19 – Masonic Veteran’s Association @ 6:00 p.m. 

21 – Daughter’s of the Nile Stated Session @ 11:00 a.m. 

23 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

26 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m.  

June 

1 – Shrine Past Masters @ 6:00 p.m 

2 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

3 – Normal Whitehaven OES Stated Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

6 – Lodge Stated Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

9 – SCV Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. 

13 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

14– Mizpah OES Stated Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

16 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

20 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

23 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

27 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

30 – Lodge School @ 6:00 p.m. 

The Plumb 
by Bro. Neal A. McCauley 

(from The Builder, Anamosa, Iowa, August, 1915 

Build up your life like the temple of old 
With stones that are polished and true; 

Cement it with love, and adorn it with gold 
As all Master builders should do: 

Upon a foundation, well chosen and strong, 
Build now for the ages to come: 

Make use of the good, while rejecting the wrong- 
And test all your work with the plumb. 
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What is Freemasonry? 

A Beautiful System of Morality, Veiled in Allegory, Illustrated by Signs and Symbols.  This is a direct form of Masonic rhetoric, and its full 
understanding is embedded in the allegory of the Order. 

A Beautiful System of Morality: reminds us of God’s system, or pattern, which He established for us to follow each day of our lives.  This 
system is God’s Moral Law.  His Law is segmented into ten primary instructions that we know as The Ten Commandments. 

Veiled in Allegory:  reminds us that the Hidden Mysteries of Freemasonry can only be found and understood when we search our rituals, 
dictionaries and Holy Bibles for greater depth and understanding in those things deemed secretive in Masonry. 

Illustrated by Signs and Symbols:  verifies the fact that Masonry is hidden and that it is secretive.  Like the symbols we display openly, our 
signs, words, grips, characters, etc., each carry a definite surface meaning.  Yet, it is below that surface that we find the Spiritual, Material, 
Physical and intellectual allegories. 

If, in the Lodge, we remove all signs, words, grips and hieroglyphics (symbols and characters), what remains is the craft and God’s gift to 
mankind, which is the Holy Bible.  Still, we have not moved Masonry; only the illustrations and modes of projection have been moved.  
The allegories of Masonry are still present, in the Holy Bible.  This is to say that Masonry is no more, and no less, than, the study and 
practice of religion; and the guiding of our actions within the realm of God’s Law. 

The first question that is usually asked by a non-Mason is "What is freemasonry?" There are many definitions of the word, but none are 
complete since the organization embraces a wide scope of activity. A very short definition provided by this website is: “Freemasonry is a 
fraternal organization, religious in character, based on the principle of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man which does charitable work in 
the community through its members.  In addition, its teachings and ceremonies seek to make good men better and thereby make the world a better place in 
winch to live.”  

Freemasonry is a "voluntary" society in that no one is invited to become a member. Unlike college fraternities and other organizations, 
Freemasonry never solicits anyone to become a member. As a matter of fact, it is a violation of Masonic law for a member to invite anyone 
to join. A prospective member must truly come of his own free will and accord. 

Freemasonry is not a religion. Sometimes outsiders claim that Freemasonry is a religion. Most Freemasons do belong to an established 
Church.   Freemasonry is religious in that one cannot become a Freemason unless he believes in God, but there is no religious test applied to 
the prospective member, nor is he required or asked to subscribe to any religious tenet or dogma. It is forbidden to discuss religion or politics 
in the Lodge. 

Freemasonry is not a “secret society.” A secret society is one that keeps its existence in secret, and whose members do not make known 
their affiliation with the group.  Freemasonry is not a secret society because it does not hide its existence, and members do not hide their 
membership.  On the contrary, the organization meets in buildings located in public, announces its meetings in newspapers and magazines, 
engraves the words "Masonic Temple" on many of its buildings, publishes periodicals, and has homes for orphans and the aged.  

The degrees of Freemasonry consist of ceremonies of a strictly serious nature, which teach basic moral truths in an impressive and solemn 
manner.  When the degrees are completed, the new member is provided a ritual that contains a philosophy of rite that provides the new 
member with something on which to build a hope that is eternal. 

Freemasons are proud to proclaim to the world that we are a serious organization of mature men and woman.  An organization that instills 
a love of God, teaches charity in its broadest sense, and shows each member how to live a better life. 

Non-Masons sometimes wonder at the close bond that exists between Freemasons. There is a simple explanation: Masons are bound 
together by the deep and abiding knowledge that each of them, during the ceremonies of the degrees, has accepted certain high ethical 
standards of conduct.  These standards ensure a bond of faith and confidence. 

Thousands of books have been published on the subject of Freemasonry.  The matters discussed in this website are just a few of the things 
about the organization, but it contains enough to information to show that Freemasonry is one of the great organizations of the world and a 
steadying influence in a faltering civilization. 


