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John Sevier 
1745-1816 

Governor 1796-1801 & 1803-1809 

John Sevier (September 23, 1745 – September 24, 1815) was an 
American soldier, frontiersman, and politician, and one of the 
founding fathers of the State of Tennessee. John Sevier was born 
in 1745 in Augusta County in the Colony of Virginia, near what is 
now the town of New Market (Sevier's birthplace is now part of 
modern-day Rockingham County).  He was the oldest of seven 
children of Valentine "The Immigrant" Sevier and Joanna Goad. 
His father had immigrated to Baltimore in 1740 and gradually 
made his way to the Shenandoah Valley.  In 1761 at age 16, he 
married Sarah Hawkins and settled into a life of farming. 

 
He played a leading role in Tennessee's pre-statehood period, both militarily and politically, and he 
was elected the state's first governor in 1796. He served as a colonel of the Washington District 
Regiment in the Battle of Kings Mountain in 1780, and he commanded the frontier militia in dozens 
of battles against the Cherokee in the 1780s and 1790s.  

Sevier arrived on the Tennessee Valley frontier in the 1770s. In 1776, he was elected one of five 
magistrates of the Watauga Association and helped defend Fort Watauga against an assault by the 
Cherokee. At the outbreak of the War for American Independence, he was chosen as a member of 
the Committee of Safety for the association's successor the Washington District. Following the Battle 
of Kings Mountain, he led an invasion that destroyed several Chickamauga towns in northern 
Georgia. In the 1780s, he served as the only governor of the State of Franklin, an early attempt at 
statehood by the trans-Appalachian settlers. He was brigadier general of the Southwest 
Territory militia during the early 1790s. 

Sevier served six two-year terms as Tennessee's governor from 1796 until 1801, and from 1803 to 
1809, with term limits preventing a fourth consecutive term in both instances. His political career was 
marked by a growing rivalry with rising politician Andrew Jackson, which nearly culminated in a duel 
in 1803. After his last term as governor, Sevier was elected to three terms in the United States 
House of Representatives from Tennessee, serving from 1811 until his death in 1815. 

He served as the first Master of Tennessee Lodge 2 at Knoxville in 1800. 

 
 

Archibald Roane 
1760-1819 

Governor 1801-1803 
 

Archibald Roane (1759/60 – January 18, 1819) was the 
second Governor of Tennessee, serving from 1801 to 1803. He 
won the office after the state's first governor, John Sevier, was 
prevented by constitutional restrictions from seeking a fourth 
consecutive term. He quickly became caught up in the growing 
rivalry between Sevier and Andrew Jackson, and was soundly 
defeated by Sevier after just one term. Roane served as an 

attorney general in the Southwest Territory in the early 1790s, and later served as a judge on the 
state's Superior Court of Law and Equity (1796–1801) and the Supreme Court of Errors and Appeals 
(1815–1819). 
Roane was born in 1759 or 1760 in Derry Township (then a part of Lancaster County) in 
the Province of Pennsylvania. He was the son of Andrew and Margaret Walker Roane. Andrew 



Roane, who was born in Northern Ireland, was one of four sons of Archibald Gilbert Roane, 
a Scotsman who had been awarded land in Ireland in return for his British military service. All of the 
sons of Archibald Gilbert Roane immigrated to America. After Andrew and Margaret Roane both 
died when young Archibald Roane was about eight years old, he was raised by an uncle, John 
Roane, a Presbyterian minister, who provided him with a good education.  

During the Revolutionary War, Archibald Roane served in the Continental Army as a member of the 
Lancaster County Militia (5th Company, 9th Battalion, Pennsylvania Volunteers). He was among the 
troops who took part in Washington's crossing of the Delaware River and the subsequent Battle of 
Trenton in December 1776, and was present at the surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown in 
1781.  

In the 1780s he settled for a time in vicinity of Lexington, Rockbridge County, Virginia, where he 
studied and later taught at Liberty Hall Academy, a predecessor institution to Washington and Lee 
University. In Virginia, he married Ann (or Anne) Campbell, whom he had met there, in 1788.  

Shortly after his marriage in 1788, Roane moved to Jonesborough, Tennessee, then still a part 
of North Carolina, where he was admitted to the bar and began the practice of law.  

In 1790, when the Southwest Territory was formed, territorial governor William Blount appointed 
Roane to the position of Attorney and Solicitor for Greene County and later Territorial Attorney 
General for the Washington District. In 1796, he represented Jefferson County at the 
state constitutional convention. This convention wrote the original Tennessee Constitution, which 
took effect that same year when Tennessee became a U.S. state. Later in 1796, he became one of 
the three judges of the Superior Court of Law and Equity, the highest court established under the 
new state constitution.  

Roane is buried at Pleasant Forest Cemetery in Farragut, Tennessee. In June 1918, the state 
placed a monument on his grave, which was previously unmarked.  

He was a member of Tennessee Lodge 2. 
 

Samuel Houston  
1793-1863 

Governor 1827-1829 
 

Samuel Houston (March 2, 1793 – July 26, 1863) was an 
American soldier and politician. An important leader of the Texas 
Revolution, Houston served as the first and third president of 
the Republic of Texas, and was one of the first two individuals to 
represent Texas in the United States Senate. He also served as 
the sixth governor of Tennessee and the seventh governor of 
Texas, the only American to be elected governor of two different 
states in the United States. 
Born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, Houston and his family 
migrated to Maryville, Tennessee, when Houston was a teenager. 

Houston later ran away from home and spent time with the Cherokee, becoming known as Raven. 
He served under General Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812, and after the war, he presided over 
the removal of many Cherokee from Tennessee. With the support of Jackson and others, Houston 
won election to the United States House of Representatives in 1823. He strongly supported 
Jackson's presidential candidacies, and in 1827, Houston was elected as the governor of 
Tennessee. In 1829, after divorcing his first wife, Houston resigned from office, and joined his 
Cherokee friends in Arkansas Territory. 

Houston settled in Texas in 1832. After the Battle of Gonzales, Houston helped organize Texas's 
provisional government and was selected as the top-ranking official in the Texan Army. He led the 
Texan Army to victory at the Battle of San Jacinto, the decisive battle in Texas's war for 
independence against Mexico. After the war, Houston won election in the 1836 Texas presidential 
election. He left office due to term limits in 1838 but won election to another term in the 1841 Texas 
presidential election. Houston played a key role in the annexation of Texas by the United States in 



1845, and in 1846, he was elected to represent Texas in the United States Senate. He joined 
the Democratic Party and supported President James K. Polk's prosecution of the Mexican-
American War.  

His unionism and opposition to extremists from both the North and South marked Houston’s senate 
record. He voted for the Compromise of 1850, which settled many of the territorial issues left over 
from the Mexican–American War and the annexation of Texas. He later voted against the Kansas–
Nebraska Act because he believed it would lead to increased sectional tensions over slavery, and 
his opposition to that act led him to leave the Democratic Party. He was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the presidential nomination of the American Party in the 1856 presidential election and 
the Constitutional Union Party in the 1860 presidential election. In 1859, Houston won election as 
the governor of Texas. In this role, he opposed secession and unsuccessfully sought to keep Texas 
out of the Confederate States of America. He was forced out of office in 1861 and died in 1863. 
Houston's name has been honored in numerous ways, and he is the eponym of the city of Houston, 
the fourth most populous city in the United States. 

In January 1829 Houston, then Governor of Tennessee, married 19-year-old Eliza Allen. The 
marriage lasted 11 weeks. Neither Houston nor Eliza ever gave a reason for their separation, but 
Eliza refused to sanction divorce. Subsequently, he resigned his governorship and went to live with 
his Cherokee family for three years. In the summer of 1830, Houston married Tiana Rogers 
(sometimes called Diana), daughter of Chief John "Hellfire" Rogers (1740–1833), a Scots-Irish 
trader, and Jennie Due (1764–1806), a sister of Chief John Jolly, in a Cherokee ceremony. The 
ceremony was modest since it was Tiana's second marriage; she was widowed with two children 
from her previous marriage: Gabriel, born 1819, and Joanna, born 1822. She and Houston first met 
when she was ten years old, and he was stunned to see how beautiful she was when he returned to 
her village years later. The two lived together for several years. Tennessee society disapproved of 
the marriage because under civil law, he was still legally married to Eliza Allen Houston. After 
declining to accompany Houston to Texas in 1832, Tiana later remarried. She died in 1838 of 
pneumonia. Will Rogers was her nephew, three generations removed.  

In 1837, after becoming President of the Republic of Texas, he was able to acquire, from a district 
court judge, a divorce from Eliza Allen.  

In 1839, he purchased a horse, which became one of the foundation sires of the American Quarter 
Horse breed named Copperbottom. He owned the horse until its death in 1860.  

On May 9, 1840, Houston, aged 47, married for a third time. His bride was 21-year-old Margaret 
Moffette Lea of Marion, Alabama, the daughter of planters. They had eight children. Margaret acted 
as a tempering influence on her much older husband and convinced him to stop drinking.  

In 1833, Houston was baptized into the Catholic faith in order to qualify under the existing Mexican 
law for property ownership in Coahuila y Tejas. The sacrament was held in the living room of 
the Adolphus Sterne House in Nacogdoches, Texas. By 1854, Margaret had spent 14 years trying to 
convert Houston to the Baptist church. With the assistance of George Washington Baines, she 
convinced Houston to convert, and he agreed to adult baptism. Spectators from neighboring 
communities came to Independence, Texas, to witness the event. On November 19, 1854, Houston 
was baptized by Rev. Rufus C. Burleson by immersion in Little Rocky Creek, two miles southeast of 
Independence.  

After leaving office, Houston returned to his home in Galveston.[87] He later settled in Huntsville, 
Texas, where he lived in a structure known as the Steamboat House. In the midst of the Civil War, 
Houston was shunned by many Texas leaders, though he continued to correspond with Confederate 
officer Ashbel Smith and Texas governor Francis Lubbock. His son, Sam Houston, Jr., served in the 
Confederate army during the Civil War, but returned home after being wounded at the Battle of 
Shiloh.[88] Houston's health suffered a precipitous decline in April 1863, and he died on July 26, 
1863, at 70 years of age .[89] 

The inscription on Houston's tomb reads: 

A Brave Soldier. A Fearless Statesman. 
A Great Orator—A Pure Patriot. 
A Faithful Friend, A Loyal Citizen. 
A Devoted Husband and Father. 
A Consistent Christian—An Honest Man. 

 



William Hall 
1775-1856 

Governor 1829-1829 

 
William Hall (February 11, 1775 – October 7, 1856) served as the 
seventh Governor of the state of Tennessee from April to October 
1829. Hall ascended to the office when Governor Sam 
Houston resigned amidst a scandal, and, as Speaker of 
the Tennessee Senate, he was the first in the line of succession. 
After finishing Houston's term, he did not seek reelection. Hall had 
previously served in the Tennessee state legislature, both in the 
House and Senate. Following his brief term as governor, he 
served one term in the United States House of Representatives.  

Hall was born in Surry County in the Province of North Carolina. He was the son of Major William 
Hall and Elizabeth Thankful Doak. In 1779, the family moved to the New River Valley of Virginia. In 
1785, they moved again, this time to a tract of land that would eventually be known as "Locustland," 
near modern Castalian Springs, Tennessee.[3] Locustland would remain Hall's residence for much of 
the remainder of his life.  

The Cherokee–American wars were raging at this time, and the Sumner County area north 
of Nashville was particularly vulnerable. On June 3, 1787, William's brother, James, was killed as the 
two were ambushed as they walked through a field, though William managed to escape. Two 
months later, as the family was moving its possessions into nearby Bledsoe's Station in anticipation 
of a Chickamauga Cherokee attack, they were again ambushed. William's brother, Richard, brother-
in-law, Charles Morgan, and father were killed. William, along with his mother and two younger 
siblings, John and Prudence, managed to make it into the fort.  

Hall died at his farm, Locustland, in Sumner County, a few weeks after giving an account of his 
frontier experiences for the June 1856 issue of Southwestern Monthly. He is interred at the family 
cemetery there. 
 
He was a member of King Solomon Lodge 6. 

 
 

Newton Cannon 
1781-1841 

Governor 1835-1839 
 

Newton Cannon (May 22, 1781 – September 16, 1841) served 
as Governor of Tennessee from 1835 to 1839. He also served 
several terms in the United States House of Representatives, 
from 1814 to 1817, and from 1819 to 1823. Cannon was a long-
time foe of Andrew Jackson, and spent much of his political 
career opposing Jacksonite policies. 

Born in Guilford County, North Carolina, Cannon was the son of Minos Cannon, who served as a 
soldier in the Continental Army. The family moved to the area that later became Williamson County, 
Tennessee, around 1790.  

Cannon received a common school education and tried several occupations as a young man, 
working as a saddler, merchant and surveyor, and undertaking the study of law, before eventually 
becoming a planter in Williamson County.  



Cannon was married twice. In 1813, he married Leah Pryor Perkins. She died in 1816. In 1818, he 
married Rachel Starnes Willborn. He was the father of ten children.[5] A daughter, Rachel Adeline 
Cannon Maney, was for many years an owner of the Oaklands estate in Murfreesboro. The Civil 
War journals of a grandson, also named Newton Cannon, were published in 1963 as The 
Reminiscences of Newton Cannon: First Sergeant, 11th Tennessee Cavalry, C.S.A.  
 
Cannon died in Nashville at the age of sixty, just two years after his last candidacy for governor. He 
is interred in a cemetery on the grounds of his estate in Williamson County near Allisona.  
 
He was a member of Hiram Lodge 7 and of Franklin Chapter 2, and officiated as Grand Marshal at 
the consecration of the Grand Chapter in 1826. 

 
 

James K. Polk 
1795-1849 

Governor 1839-1841 

 
James Knox Polk (November 2, 1795 – June 15, 1849) was the 
11th president of the United States, serving from 1845 to 1849. 
He previously was (1835–1839) and governor of 
Tennessee (1839–1841). A protégé of Andrew Jackson, he was a 
member of the Democratic Party and an advocate of Jacksonian 
democracy. Polk is chiefly known for extending the territory of the 
United States during the Mexican–American War; during his 

presidency, the United States expanded significantly with the annexation of the Republic of Texas, 
the Oregon Territory, and the Mexican Cession following the American victory in the Mexican–
American War. 

After building a successful law practice in Tennessee, Polk was elected to the state legislature 
(1823) and then to the United States House of Representatives in 1825, becoming a strong 
supporter of Andrew Jackson. After serving as chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, he 
became Speaker in 1835, the only president to have been Speaker. Polk left Congress to run 
for governor of Tennessee; he won in 1839, but lost in 1841 and 1843. He was a dark 
horse candidate for the Democratic nomination for president in 1844; he entered his party's 
convention as a potential nominee for vice president, but emerged as a compromise to head the 
ticket when no presidential candidate could secure the necessary two-thirds majority. In the general 
election, Polk defeated Henry Clay of the rival Whig Party. 

Historians have praised Polk for having met during his four-year term every major domestic and 
foreign policy goal he had set. After a negotiation fraught with risk of war, he reached a settlement 
with Great Britain over the disputed Oregon Country, the territory for the most part being divided 
along the 49th parallel. Polk achieved a sweeping victory in the Mexican–American War, which 
resulted in the cession by Mexico of nearly all the American Southwest. He secured a substantial 
reduction of tariff rates with the Walker tariff of 1846. The same year, he achieved his other major 
goal, re-establishment of the Independent Treasury system. Historian Thomas A. Bailey says that 
during the Mexican war, "Polk was an energetic and indefatigable war leader, and he emerged, 
partly through rare good luck, with uninterrupted success. He kept the sole direction of the war in his 
own hands, from grand strategy to the procurement of mules."[1] True to his campaign pledge to 
serve only one term, Polk left office in 1849 and returned to Tennessee where he died three months 
after leaving the White House. 

Though he is relatively obscure today, scholars have ranked Polk favorably for his ability to promote 
and achieve the major items on his presidential agenda. However, he has also been criticized for 
leading the country into an unnecessary war against Mexico and for exacerbating sectional divides. 
A slaveholder for most of his adult life, he owned a plantation in Mississippi and bought slaves while 
president. A major legacy of Polk's presidency is territorial expansion, as the United States reached 
the Pacific coast and became poised to be a world power. However, sectional divisions in the U.S. 



were exacerbated by the territorial expansion and the Civil War is considered a direct consequence 
of Polk's policy. 

James Knox Polk was born on November 2, 1795, in a log cabin in Pineville, North Carolina. He was 
the first of 10 children born into a family of farmers. His mother Jane named him after her father, 
James Knox. His father Samuel Polk was a farmer, slaveholder, and surveyor of Scots-Irish descent. 
The Polks had immigrated to America in the late 1600s, settling initially on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland but later moving to south-central Pennsylvania and then to the Carolina hill country.  

The Knox and Polk families were Presbyterian. While Polk's mother remained a devout Presbyterian, 
his father, whose own father Ezekiel Polk was a deist, rejected dogmatic Presbyterianism. He 
refused to declare his belief in Christianity at his son's baptism, and the minister refused to baptize 
young James. Nevertheless, James' mother "stamped her rigid orthodoxy on James, instilling 
lifelong Calvinistic traits of self-discipline, hard work, piety, individualism, and a belief in the 
imperfection of human nature", according to James A. Rawley's American National Biography article.  

In 1803, Ezekiel Polk led four of his adult children and their families to the Duck River area in what is 
now Maury County, Tennessee; Samuel Polk and his family followed in 1806. The Polk clan 
dominated politics in Maury County and in the new town of Columbia. Samuel became a county 
judge, and the guests at his home included Andrew Jackson, who had already served as a judge 
and in Congress. James learned from the political talk around the dinner table; both Samuel and 
Ezekiel were strong supporters of President Thomas Jefferson and opponents of the Federalist 
Party. 

Beginning in early 1822, Polk courted Sarah Childress—they were engaged the following year and 
married on January 1, 1824 in Murfreesboro. Educated far better than most women of her time, 
especially in frontier Tennessee, Sarah Polk was from one of the state's most prominent families. 
During James's political career Sarah assisted her husband with his speeches, gave him advice on 
policy matters, and played an active role in his campaigns. Rawley noted that Sarah Polk's grace, 
intelligence and charming conversation helped compensate for her husband's often-austere manner.  

Polk's time in the White House took its toll on his health. Full of enthusiasm and vigor when he 
entered office, Polk left the presidency exhausted by his years of public service. He left Washington 
on March 6 for a pre-arranged triumphal tour of the South, to end in Nashville. Polk had two years 
previously arranged to buy a house there, afterwards dubbed Polk Place, which had once belonged 
to his mentor, Felix Grundy.  

James and Sarah Polk progressed down the Atlantic coast, and then westward through the Deep 
South. He was enthusiastically received and banqueted. By the time the Polks reached Alabama, he 
was suffering from a bad cold, and soon became concerned by reports of cholera—a passenger on 
Polk's riverboat died of it, and it was rumored to be common in New Orleans, but it was too late to 
change plans. Worried about his health, he would have departed the city quickly, but was 
overwhelmed by Louisiana hospitality. Several passengers on the riverboat up the Mississippi died 
of the disease, and Polk felt so ill that he went ashore for four days, staying in a hotel. A doctor 
assured him he did not have cholera, and Polk made the final leg, arriving in Nashville on April 2 to a 
huge reception. 

After a visit to James's mother in Columbia, the Polks settled into Polk Place. The exhausted former 
president seemed to gain new life, but in early June, he fell ill again, by most accounts of cholera. 
Attended by several doctors, he lingered for several days, and chose to be baptized into the 
Methodist Church, which he had long admired, though his mother arrived from Columbia with her 
Presbyterian clergyman, and his wife was also a devout Presbyterian. On the afternoon of Friday, 
June 15, Polk died at his Polk Place home in Nashville, Tennessee at the age of 53. According to 
traditional accounts, his last words before he died were "I love you, Sarah, for all eternity, I love you", 
spoken to Sarah Polk. Borneman noted that whether or not they were spoken, there was nothing in 
Polk's life, which would make the sentiment false.  

Polk's funeral was held at the McKendree Methodist Church in Nashville. Following his death, Sarah 
Polk lived at Polk Place for 42 years and died on August 14, 1891. Their house, Polk Place, was 
demolished in 1901, a decade after Sarah's death.  

Polk's rest has been twice interrupted. After his death, he was buried in what is now Nashville City 
Cemetery, due to a legal requirement related to his infectious disease death. Polk was then moved 
to a tomb on the grounds of Polk Place (as specified in his will) in 1850.  



Then, in 1893, the bodies of James and Sarah Polk were relocated to their current resting place on 
the grounds of the Tennessee State Capitol in Nashville. In March 2017, the Tennessee Senate 
approved a resolution considered a "first step" toward relocating the Polk’s' remains to the family 
home in Columbia. Such a move would require approval by state lawmakers, the courts, and 
the Tennessee Historical Commission. A year later, a renewed plan to reinter Polk was defeated by 
Tennessee lawmakers before being taken up again and approved, and allowed to go through by the 
non-signature of Tennessee governor Bill Haslam. The state's Capitol Commission heard arguments 
over the issue in November 2018, during which the THC reiterated its opposition to the tomb 
relocation, and a vote was delayed indefinitely.  

Polk was made a Mason in Columbia Lodge 31 on September 4, 1820, was Junior Warden in 1821 
and was active until his public duties called him to other fields.  He received the Mark Masters 
Degree in Cumberland Chapter 1 at Nashville, January 17, 1825.  At a stated meeting on the same 
date his petition for the Past, Most Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees was read and ordered to lie 
over for one month.  At the next stated meeting of the Chapter, February 21, he was permitted to 
withdraw his petition, obviously for the purpose of placing it with LaFayette Chapter 4, which had just 
been chartered in Columbia.  He received his Past Masters Degree, April 5, Most Excellent Masters, 
April 22 and the Royal Arch Degree, April 24, 1825 in LaFayette Chapter, and was Captain of the 
Host pro tem in that Chapter, September 8, 1825. 

 
  

Aaron V. Brown 

1795-1859 

Governor 1845-1847 
 

Aaron Venable[1] Brown (August 15, 1795 – March 8, 1859) was 
an American politician. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1845 to 1847, and as United States Postmaster 
General from 1857 until his death in 1859. He also served three 
terms in the United States House of Representatives, from 1839 
to 1845. During the Mexican–American War, Brown's statewide 
call for 2,800 volunteers was answered by over 30,000, helping 
solidify the state's reputation as the "Volunteer State." 

Brown was born in Brunswick County, Virginia, one of eleven 
children of Aaron and Elizabeth Melton Brown. His father was a 

Methodist minister. Brown attended Westrayville Academy in Nash County, North Carolina, and 
graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1814, where he was valedictorian of 
his class.  He studied law with Judge James Trimble in Nashville, Tennessee,  and was admitted to 
the bar in 1817. In 1818, he moved to Giles County, Tennessee, and became the law partner of 
future president James K. Polk.  
 
Brown married his first wife, Sarah Burrus, at an undetermined date, and they had six children. 
Following her death, he married Cynthia Pillow Sanders, the sister of Gideon Pillow and widow of 
John W. Sanders, and they had one son. Hill McAlister, a great-grandson of Brown, served as 
Governor of Tennessee in the 1930s.  
 
Brown died on March 8, 1859, and is interred at Nashville's Mount Olivet Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of LaFayette Lodge 51. 

 



William B. Campbell 
1807-1867 

Governor 1851-1853 
 

William Bowen Campbell (February 1, 1807 – August 19, 1867) 
was a politician and soldier. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1851 to 1853, and was the state's 
last Whig governor. He also served four terms in the United 
States House of Representatives, from 1837 to 1843, and from 
1866 to 1867.  

During the Mexican–American War, Campbell commanded the 
First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, known as the "Bloody First" for its high casualty rate.  At the 
outbreak of the American Civil War, Campbell opposed secession, and briefly served as a general in 
the Union Army.  

Campbell was born on Mansker's Creek in Sumner County, Tennessee, to David and Catherine 
Bowen Campbell. He studied law at Abingdon, Virginia, with his father's cousin, Virginia 
Governor David Campbell, and attended lectures at Winchester Law School.  He returned 
to Tennessee in 1829 in order to establish a law practice at Carthage, in Smith County. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1830. In 1831, he was appointed attorney general for a state circuit, and 
moved to Sparta, Tennessee.  
 
Campbell married Frances Owen in 1835. They had seven children: Mary, Margaret, Fanny, William, 
Joseph, John Owen, and Lemuel 
 
Campbell died on August 19, 1867 at his family home of Camp Bell.[9] He is interred at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery in Lebanon, Tennessee.  
 
He was a member of Lebanon Lodge 98. 

 
 

 

Andrew Johnson 
1808-1875 

Governor 1853-1857 
Military Governor 1862-1865 

 
Andrew Johnson (December 29, 1808 – July 31, 1875) was the 
17th president of the United States, serving from 1865 to 1869. 
He assumed the presidency as he was vice president at the time 
of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Johnson was 
a Democrat who ran with Lincoln on the National Union ticket, 

coming to office as the Civil War concluded. He favored quick restoration of the seceded states to 
the Union without protection for the former slaves. This led to conflict with the Republican-dominated 
Congress, culminating in his impeachment by the House of Representatives in 1868. He was 
acquitted in the Senate by one vote. His main accomplishment as president was the Alaska 
purchase. 

Johnson was born in poverty in Raleigh, North Carolina and never attended school. He was 
apprenticed as a tailor and worked in several frontier towns before settling in Greeneville, 
Tennessee. He served as alderman and mayor there before being elected to the Tennessee House 
of Representatives in 1835. After brief service in the Tennessee Senate, Johnson was elected to the 



House of Representatives in 1843, where he served five two-year terms. He became governor of 
Tennessee for four years, and was elected by the legislature to the Senate in 1857. In his 
congressional service, he sought passage of the Homestead Bill , which was enacted soon after he 
left his Senate seat in 1862. Southern slave states seceded to form the Confederate States of 
America, including Tennessee, but Johnson remained firmly with the Union. He was the only sitting 
senator from a Confederate state who did not resign his seat upon learning of his state's secession. 
In 1862, Lincoln appointed him as military governor of Tennessee after most of it had been retaken. 
In 1864, Johnson was a logical choice as running mate for Lincoln, who wished to send a message 
of national unity in his re-election campaign; their ticket easily won. Johnson was sworn in as vice 
president in March 1865 and gave a rambling speech, after which he secluded himself to avoid 
public ridicule. Six weeks later, the assassination of Lincoln made him president. 

Johnson implemented his own form of Presidential Reconstruction, a series of proclamations 
directing the seceded states to hold conventions and elections to reform their civil governments. 
Southern states returned many of their old leaders and passed Black Codes to deprive the freedmen 
of many civil liberties, but Congressional Republicans refused to seat legislators from those states 
and advanced legislation to overrule the Southern actions. Johnson vetoed their bills, and 
Congressional Republicans overrode him, setting a pattern for the remainder of his 
presidency. Johnson opposed the Fourteenth Amendment , which gave citizenship to former slaves. 
In 1866, he went on an unprecedented national tour promoting his executive policies, seeking to 
break Republican opposition.[2] As the conflict grew between the branches of government, Congress 
passed the Tenure of Office Act restricting Johnson's ability to fire Cabinet officials. He persisted in 
trying to dismiss Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, but ended up being impeached by the House of 
Representatives and narrowly avoided conviction in the Senate. He did not win the 1868 Democratic 
presidential nomination and left office the following year. 

Johnson returned to Tennessee after his presidency and gained some vindication when he was 
elected to the Senate in 1875, making him the only former president to serve in the Senate. He died 
five months into his term. Johnson's strong opposition to federally guaranteed rights for black 
Americans is widely criticized. He is regarded by many historians as one of the worst presidents in 
American history. 
In Greeneville, Tennessee, Johnson established a successful tailoring business in the front of his 
home. In 1827, at the age of 18, he married 16-year-old Eliza McCardle, the daughter of a local 
shoemaker. The pair was married by Justice of the Peace Mordecai Lincoln, first cousin of Thomas 
Lincoln, whose son would become president. The Johnsons were married for almost 50 years and 
had five children: Martha (1828), Charles (1830), Mary (1832), Robert (1834), and Andrew Jr. 
(1852). Though she suffered from tuberculosis, Eliza supported her husband's endeavors. She 
taught him mathematics skills and tutored him to improve his writing. Shy and retiring by nature, 
Eliza Johnson usually remained in Greeneville during Johnson's political rise. She was not often 
seen during her husband's presidency; their daughter Martha usually served as official hostess. 

In late July 1875, convinced some of his opponents were defaming him in the Ohio gubernatorial 
race, he decided to travel there to give speeches. He began the trip on July 28, and broke the 
journey at his daughter Mary's farm near Elizabethton, where his daughter Martha was also staying. 
That evening he suffered a stroke, but refused medical treatment until the next day, when he did not 
improve and two doctors were sent for from Elizabethton. He seemed to respond to their 
ministrations, but suffered another stroke on the evening of July 30, and died early the following 
morning at the age of 66. President Grant had the "painful duty" of announcing the death of the only 
surviving past president. Northern newspapers, in their obituaries, tended to focus on Johnson's 
loyalty during the war, while Southern ones paid tribute to his actions as president. Johnson's funeral 
was held on August 3 in Greeneville. He was buried with his body wrapped in an American flag and 
a copy of the U.S. Constitution placed under his head, according to his wishes. The burial ground 
was dedicated as the Andrew Johnson National Cemetery in 1906, and with his home and tailor's 
shop, is part of the Andrew Johnson National Historic Site.  
 

 

 



Isham G. Harris 
1818-1897 

Governor 1857-1862 
 

Isham Green Harris (February 10, 1818 – July 8, 1897) served 
as Governor of Tennessee from 1857 to 1862, and as a U.S. 
Senator from 1877 until his death. He was the state's first 
governor from West Tennessee. A pivotal figure in the state's 
history, Harris was considered by his contemporaries the person 
most responsible for leading Tennessee out of the Union and 

aligning it with the Confederacy during the Civil War.  

Harris rose to prominence in state politics in the late 1840s when he campaigned against the anti-
slavery initiatives of northern Whigs. He was elected governor amidst rising sectional strife in the late 
1850s, and following the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, persistently sought to sever the state's 
ties with the Union. His wartime efforts eventually raised over 100,000 soldiers for the Confederate 
cause. After the Union Army gained control of Middle and West Tennessee in 1862, Harris spent the 
remainder of the war on the staffs of various Confederate generals. Following the war, he spent 
several years in exile in Mexico and England.  

After returning to Tennessee, Harris became a leader of the state's Bourbon Democrats. During his 
tenure in the U. S. Senate, he championed states' rights and currency expansion. As the 
Senate's president pro tempore in the 1890s, Harris led the charge against President Grover 
Cleveland's attempts to repeal the Sherman Silver Purchase Act. 

Harris was born in Franklin County, Tennessee near Tullahoma. He was the ninth child of Isham 
Green Harris, a farmer and Methodist minister, and his wife Lucy Davidson Harris. His parents had 
moved from North Carolina to Middle Tennessee in 1806. He was educated at Carrick Academy 
in Winchester, Tennessee, until he was fourteen. He moved to Paris, Tennessee, where he joined 
up with his brother William, an attorney, and became a store clerk. In 1838, with funds provided by 
his brother, Harris established his own business in Ripley, Mississippi, an area that had only been 
recently opened to settlers after a treaty with the Chickasaw Indians.  

While in Ripley, Harris studied law. He sold his successful business three years later for $7,000 and 
returned to Paris where he continued studying law under Judge Andrew McCampbell. On May 3, 
1841, he was admitted to the bar in Henry County and began a lucrative practice in Paris. He was 
considered one of the leading criminal attorneys in the state. 

On July 6, 1843, Harris married Martha Mariah Travis (nicknamed "Crockett"), the daughter of Major 
Edward Travis, a War of 1812 veteran. The couple had seven sons. By 1850 the family had a 300-
acre (120 ha) farm and a home in Paris. By 1860 their total property was worth $45,000 and 
included twenty slaves and a plantation in Shelby County. 

Harris died while a member of the U. S. Senate on July 8, 1897. His funeral was held in the Senate 
chamber of the United States Capitol. Congressman Walter P. Brownlow, a nephew of Harris' old 
rival Parson Brownlow, was among those who delivered a memorial address in his honor. He is 
interred at Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. 
 
He was a member of Paris Lodge 108 at Paris, Tennessee, later moving to Memphis.  He was 
elected Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge in 1851, but was unable to serve.  He was again elected 
Grand Orator in 1868. 
 

  

  

 
 



Robert L. Caruthers 
1800-1882 

Governor 1863* 
 
Robert Looney Caruthers (July 31, 1800 – October 2, 1882) was 
an American judge, politician, and professor. He helped 
establish Cumberland University in 1842, serving as the first 
president of its board of trustees, and was a cofounder of 
the Cumberland School of Law, one of the oldest law schools in 
the South. He served as a Tennessee state attorney general in 
the late 1820s and early 1830s, and was a justice of 
the Tennessee Supreme Court in the 1850s and early 1860s. He 

also served one term in the United States House of Representatives (1841–1843). In 1863, he was 
elected Governor of Tennessee by the state's Confederates, but never took office.* 
 

Robert Looney Caruthers was born near Carthage, Tennessee, the youngest of seven children of 
Samuel and Elizabeth Looney Caruthers.[1] His father had represented Sullivan County at the 
constitutional convention of the State of Franklin in the 1780s. After his death, Robert went to live 
with an uncle in Columbia, Tennessee,[2] where he attended Woodward Academy. He later 
attended Washington College near Jonesborough and Greeneville College in Greeneville, and 
studied law under Judge Samuel Powell in Greeneville.  
 
Caruthers died in Lebanon on October 2, 1882. He was buried in the city's Cedar Grove Cemetery. 
His gravestone contains the Latin inscription, "semper verus, semper sapiens, semper fidelis" 
("always true, always wise, always faithful"). Along with being an elder in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, Caruthers was the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee Free and 
Accepted Masons. His house, built in 1828, still stands on West Main Street in Lebanon. The house 
was designed by Henry Reiff, who built the original Hermitage mansion for Andrew Jackson in 
Hermitage in 1819. Since 1938, the Caruthers house has been home to the Ligon and Bobo Funeral 
Home.  
 
He was a member of Lebanon Lodge 98. 

 
 
 

Dewitt Clinton Senter 
1830-1898 

Governor 1869-1871 

 
Dewitt Clinton Senter (March 26, 1830 – June 14, 1898) served 
as Governor of Tennessee from 1869 to 1871. He had previously 
served in the Tennessee House of Representatives (1855–1861), 
where he opposed secession on the eve of the Civil War. He was 
elected to the Tennessee Senate following the war, and was 
chosen as Speaker of the Senate in 1867. As speaker, he 
became governor upon the resignation of William G. Brownlow in 
1869.  

Senter is perhaps best remembered for undoing many of Brownlow's radical initiatives, most notably 
the restoring of the right to vote to former Confederates. The current Tennessee State 
Constitution was written and enacted during Senter's tenure.  

Senter was born in McMinn County, Tennessee, the son of William Tandy Senter and Nancy 
White. His father was a popular Methodist minister and renowned orator who served in the United 



States House of Representatives in the mid-1840s, and was a delegate to Tennessee's 1834 
constitutional convention. Dewitt grew up in what is now Hamblen County, Tennessee (then part 
of Grainger County), where he attended public schools. He studied at Strawberry Plains College in 
nearby Strawberry Plains from 1851 to 1852, and read law for about a year under Judge T.W. 
Turley.  
 
Senter married Harriet Senter (a distant cousin) in 1859. She was the daughter of Grainger County's 
circuit court clerk, P.M. Senter. They had no children. 
 
Senter's policies, which allowed Democrats to regain control of the state, angered the state's 
Republicans, and effectively ended his political career.[3] He spent his remaining years managing his 
large farm near Morristown. He died on June 14, 1898, and is buried in Morristown's Jarnagin 
Cemetery. 
 
His Lodge membership is unknown. 

 
 

General John C. Brown 
1827-1889 

Governor 1871-1875 

 
John Calvin Brown (January 6, 1827 – August 17, 1889) 
was a politician, soldier and businessman. He served 
as Governor of Tennessee from 1871 to 1875, and was 
president of the state's 1870 constitutional convention, 
which wrote the current Tennessee State Constitution. 
Although he originally opposed secession, Brown fought 
for the Confederacy during the American Civil War, 
eventually rising to the rank of major general. 

A leader of the state's Bourbon Democrats, Brown dedicated much of his time as governor to 
solving the state's mounting debt issues. Following his gubernatorial tenure, he advocated 
railroad construction, briefly serving as president of the Texas & Pacific Railroad in 1888, and 
as president of the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company in 1889. 

John Calvin Brown was born in Giles County, Tennessee, the son of Duncan and Margaret Smith 
Brown. He was the younger brother of Neill S. Brown, who served as governor of Tennessee in the 
late 1840s. John graduated from Jackson College in Columbia, Tennessee, in 1846. He studied law 
with his uncle, Hugh Brown, in Spring Hill, and was admitted to the bar in 1848. He began practicing 
law in Pulaski that same year. 
 

Brown's first wife, Anne Pointer, died in 1858. They had no children. He married his second wife, 
Elizabeth Childress of Murfreesboro, in 1864. Her paternal aunt was First Lady Sarah Childress 
Polk, and her father resided at the Childress-Ray House.[9] They had four children: Marie, Daisy, 
Elizabeth, and John C. Brown, Jr.  Brown's wife, Elizabeth, was among the women featured in Annie 
Somers Gilchrist's 1902 book, Some Representative Women of Tennessee. The Browns' daughter, 
Marie, was married to Governor Benton McMillin.  
 
Brown fell ill in the summer of 1889, and traveled to Red Boiling Springs, a mineral springs resort in 
north-central Tennessee, in hopes of recovering. On August 17, 1889, however, he suffered a 
stomach hemorrhage and died.[3] His body was returned to Pulaski and interred in the city's 
Maplewood Cemetery.  
 
He was a member of Pulaski Lodge 101. 



John D. Porter 

1828-1912 
Governor 1875-1879 

James Davis Porter (December 7, 1828 – May 18, 1912) was an 
American attorney, politician, educator, and officer of 
the Confederate Army. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1875 to 1879. He was subsequently appointed 
as Assistant Secretary of State during President Grover 
Cleveland's first administration, and Minister to Chile in 
Cleveland's second administration. 

As an elected state legislator on the eve of the Civil War, Porter 
had introduced the "Porter resolutions," which bound Tennessee to the Confederacy should war be 
declared. He served during much of the war as chief of staff to Confederate General Benjamin F. 
Cheatham, and saw action at various battles in Tennessee and Georgia.  

Porter spent his later years as chancellor of his alma mater, the University of Nashville, and as 
president of Peabody College. This was established at the University of Nashville during his 
gubernatorial administration. He oversaw the liquidation and transfer of the University of Nashville's 
assets to the Peabody Education Fund, which allowed Peabody College to be re-established 
near Vanderbilt University in 1909. 

Porter was born in Paris, Tennessee, the son of Dr. Thomas Kennedy Porter and Geraldine (Horton) 
Porter. Their town was the county seat of Henry County, included within West Tennessee. Porter 
attended college at the University of Nashville, where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 1846, and 
a Master of Arts in 1849. He returned to Paris to study law under local attorney John H. Dunlap, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1851. That year he also married Susannah Dunlap, his mentor's 
daughter, starting his career and adult life. 
 
Porter died in 1912, and is buried in the Paris City Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of Paris Lodge 108. 

 
 

 

William B. Bate 

1826-1905 
Governor 1883-1887 

William Brimage Bate (October 7, 1826 – March 9, 1905) was an 
American soldier and politician. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1883 to 1887, and subsequently served as 
a United States Senator from 1887 until his death. During the Civil 
War, he fought for the Confederacy, eventually rising to the rank 
of major general and commanding a division in the Army of 
Tennessee. Bate saw action in multiple engagements throughout 
the war, and was seriously wounded on two occasions. 

 

Bate was born in Bledsoe's Lick (now Castalian Springs) in Sumner County, Tennessee, the son of 
James H. Bate and Amanda Weatherred Bate. He attended a log schoolhouse known as the "Rural 
Academy." When he was 15, his father died, and he left home to find work. 
  
Bate married Julia Peete, the daughter of Samuel Peete, a prominent lawyer and scholar of 
Huntsville, Alabama. She was born in Huntsville and educated in the schools of Alabama and 
Philadelphia. Her marriage to Hon. William B. Bate occurred in 1856. During two successive terms 



that her husband was Governor of Tennessee, Mrs. Bate presided with grace and dignity over the 
State Executive Mansion. 
 
Shortly after being elected to his fourth term, Bate attended the inauguration of President Theodore 
Roosevelt on March 4, 1905, where he is believed to have caught a cold. He died of pneumonia a 
few days later on March 9. His body was carried back to Nashville on a specially chartered train, and 
he was interred in Mount Olivet Cemetery. Members of the Frank Cheatham Bivouac, which 
consisted of surviving Confederate veterans, fired the final salute over his grave.  
 
He was a member of King Solomon Lodge 94. 

 
 

 
Robert L. Taylor 

1850-1912 
Governor 1887-1891 & 1897-1899 

Robert Love "Bob" Taylor (July 31, 1850 – March 31, 1912) was 
an politician, writer, and lecturer. A member of the Democratic 
Party, he served three terms as Governor of Tennessee, from 
1887 to 1891, and again from 1897 to 1899, and subsequently 
served as a United States Senator from 1907 until his death. He 
also represented Tennessee's 1st district in the United States 
House of Representatives from 1879 to 1881, the 
last Democrat to hold the district's seat.  

A charismatic speaker, Taylor is remembered for defeating his 
older brother, Alfred A. "Alf" Taylor, in the 1886 gubernatorial campaign known as "The War of the 
Roses."  The campaign involved storytelling, fiddle-playing, and practical jokes, standing in contrast 
to the state's previous gubernatorial campaigns, which typically involved fierce rhetoric and personal 
attacks.[1] Though Robert Taylor won in 1886, Alfred Taylor was elected as governor in the early 
1920s. 

Along with politics, Taylor was a public lecturer and magazine editor. He published several 
collections of his lectures and short stories in the 1890s and early 1900s, and was co-editor of 
the Taylor-Trotwood Magazine. 

Taylor was born in Happy Valley, Carter County, Tennessee, the third son of Nathaniel Green 
Taylor, a Methodist minister, and Emmaline Haynes, an accomplished pianist. His father, a member 
of the Whig Party, had been defeated by Andrew Johnson in a campaign for Congress in 1849 but 
would win the seat in the mid-1850s. His mother's family supported the Democratic Party, and her 
brother, Landon Carter Haynes, was a prominent Democratic politician. Robert Taylor would adopt 
his mother's political leanings and become a Democrat, and his older brother, Alfred, would follow 
his father into the Whig (and later Republican) Party.  
 
Taylor married Sarah Baird in 1878, and they had five children. After she died in 1900, he married 
Alice Hill. This second marriage ended in divorce after a few years. Taylor was married for a third 
time to Mamie St. John in 1904. Taylor and Sarah's daughter Katherine Baird Taylor married 
Matthew Hillsman "Red" Taylor; their son Peter Taylor became an award-winning writer. 
 
On March 31, 1912, Taylor suffered a gallstone attack and died following unsuccessful surgery at 
Providence Hospital in Washington. A specially chartered train carried his body to Nashville, where it 
lay in the capitol for several days. It was then taken to Knoxville, where a funeral procession of more 
than 40,000 people, the largest in the city's history, attended his burial at Old Gray Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of Dashiell Lodge 238 at Elizabethton. 
 
  

 



John P. Buchanan 
1847-1930 

Governor 1891-1893 

John Price Buchanan (October 24, 1847 – May 14, 1930) was a 
politician and farmers' advocate. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1891 to 1893, and was president of the 
Tennessee Farmers' Alliance and Laborers' Union in the late 
1880s. Buchanan's lone term as governor was largely marred by 
the Coal Creek War, an armed uprising by coal miners aimed at 
ending the state's convict lease system. 
 

Buchanan was born on October 24, 1847 in Williamson County, 
Tennessee, the son of Thomas and Rebecca (Shannon) Buchanan. He attended common schools, 
and joined the Confederate Army as a private in the Fourth Alabama Cavalry in 1864. After the war, 
he moved to Rutherford County, Tennessee, where he engaged in farming and livestock 
breeding.[1] By the 1880s, his 325-acre (132 ha) farm was one of the most successful in the county. 
 
Buchanan married Frances McGill in 1867. They had nine children. Buchanan's grandson, James M. 
Buchanan (1919–2013), was a noted economist who won the Nobel Prize in 1986. 
 

After his defeat in the 1892 election, Buchanan returned to his farm in Rutherford County, and never 
again sought public office. He died in Murfreesboro on May 14, 1930, and was buried in the 
city's Evergreen Cemetery. 
  
He was a member of Mt. Moriah Lodge 18 at Murfreesboro. 

 
 

 

Peter Turney 

1827-1903 
Governor 1893-1897 

 
Peter Turney (September 22, 1827 – October 19, 1903) was a 
politician, soldier, and jurist, who served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1893 to 1897. He was also a justice of 
the Tennessee Supreme Court from 1870 to 1893, and served as 
the court's Chief Justice from 1886 to 1893. During the Civil War, 
Turney was colonel of the First Tennessee Regiment, one of the 
first Tennessee units to join the Confederate Army.  

As governor, Turney ended the state's controversial convict lease system and enacted other prison 
reform measures. His second term was marred by the 1894 gubernatorial election, which he won 
only after the state's Democratic-controlled legislature threw out thousands of votes for his 
opponent, Henry Clay Evans.  

Turney was born at Jasper, Tennessee, the son of Hopkins L. Turney and Teresa Francis. His father 
was a prominent politician who was elected to the United States Senate in 1845 with the help of 
the Andrew Johnson-led "Immortal Thirteen." Shortly after Peter's birth, the Turneys moved 
to Winchester, Tennessee. He attended public schools in Franklin County and a private school 
in Nashville, and read law, initially with his father, and later (after his father was elected to the 
Senate) with Judge W.E. Venable. After his admission to the bar in 1848, he practiced in 
Winchester. 
 

Turney married his first wife, Cassandra Garner, in 1851. They had three children. After his first wife 
died in 1857, he married as his second wife, Hannah Graham, in 1858. They had nine children. 



 

Turney did not seek reelection in 1896, and did not seek public office again afterward. He died in 
Winchester, Tennessee, in 1903, and was buried in the Winchester City Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of Winchester Lodge 158. 

 
 
 

John B. Frazier 
1856-1937 

Governor 1903-1905 
 

James Beriah Frazier (October 18, 1856 – March 28, 1937) 
was an American politician who served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1903 to 1905, and subsequently as a United 
States Senator from Tennessee from 1905 to 1911. As 
governor, he reduced the state's debt and enacted mine 
safety regulations. He also attempted to control whitecapping.  

The controversial manner in which the state legislature 
elected him to the U.S. Senate (as was customary at the 
time) created a critical rift in the state's Democratic Party that 
lasted into the 1910s.  

Frazier was born in Pikeville, Tennessee, the son of Thomas and Margaret (McReynolds) Frazier. In 
1867, his family moved to Davidson County, where his father had been appointed to a criminal court 
judgeship. Frazier attended Franklin College, a seminary near Nashville, and obtained his Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of Tennessee in 1878. He was admitted to the bar in 1881, and 
moved to Chattanooga to practice law that same year. 

Frazier married Louise Douglas Keith in 1883. They had four children: Anne, James Jr., Thomas, 
and Louise. James B. Frazier Jr. became a politician, representing Tennessee's 3rd congressional 
district in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1949 to 1963. 
 
After leaving the Senate, Frazier returned to Chattanooga, where he practiced law with his 
son, James B. Frazier Jr. (1890–1978), in the firm, Frazier and Frazier.[3] He died on March 28, 
1937, and is buried in the city's Forest Hills Cemetery. His son also became a politician. 
 
He was a member of Chattanooga Lodge 199. 

 
 

Albert H. Roberts 
1868-1946 

Governor 1919-1921 
 

Albert Houston Roberts (July 4, 1868 – June 25, 1946) was a 
politician, educator, and jurist. He served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1919 to 1921, having previously served as a 
state court judge and as principal of the Alpine Institute. He is 
best remembered for calling the special session of the Tennessee 
General Assembly that ratified the 19th Amendment, which gave 
women the right to vote, in August 1920. Roberts' support for the 
amendment and his unpopular tax reform initiatives divided the 
state Democratic Party and doomed his reelection chances. 



Roberts was born in the community of Alpine in Overton County, Tennessee, the son of John and 
Sarah (Carlock) Roberts. In 1881, his family moved to Columbus, Kansas. He returned to 
Tennessee in 1886, however, where he attended Hiwassee College in Madisonville, earning 
his B.A. in 1889. In 1891, he became principal of the Alpine Academy in his native Overton County. 
He changed the school's name to "Alpine Institute." Roberts was admitted to the bar in 1894, and 
practiced law in the nearby county seat, Livingston. 

Roberts married Nora Dean Bowden in 1889.  She taught music at the Alpine Institute, and her 
father, Bailey, taught Latin.  

In 1909, Roberts convinced the Disciples of Christ Board of Missions to establish a mission school, 
Livingston Academy, in Livingston. This school still serves the Livingston area. The Alpine Institute's 
high school remained in operation until 1947, when its students were transferred to Livingston 
Academy. In 1987, the Institute's grade school was merged with several other grade schools to form 
A. H. Roberts Elementary School, which was named for Roberts. Several of the Alpine Institute's 
buildings have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

After his term as governor, Roberts practiced law in Nashville, initially in partnership with James W. 
Cooper (1921–1925), and afterward with his son, Albert H. Roberts Jr. (1925–1946). He died in 
Nashville on June 25, 1946, and is buried in the Good Hope Cemetery in Livingston. 
 
He was a member of Livingston Lodge 259. 

 
 

 

Alfred A. Taylor 
1848-1931 

Governor 1921-1923 
 

Alfred Alexander Taylor (August 6, 1848 – November 25, 1931), 
known as Alf Taylor, was a politician and lecturer from eastern 
Tennessee. He served as Governor of Tennessee from 1921 to 
1923, one of three Republicans to hold the position from the end 
of Reconstruction to the latter half of the 20th century. He also 
served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, from 
1889 to 1895.  

In 1886, Taylor ran for governor against his younger brother, 
Democrat Robert Love Taylor (1850–1912), in a memorable campaign known as the "War of the 
Roses." Canvassing the state together, the brothers often engaged in light-hearted banter and 
played fiddles, in contrast to previous gubernatorial campaigns, which involved fierce 
debates. Taylor ran for governor again in 1910, but lost his party's nomination to Ben W. Hooper. He 
was victorious in 1920 due in large part to divisions within the Democratic Party over taxes and 
women's suffrage. 

Taylor was born in the Happy Valley community of Carter County, Tennessee, the second son 
of Nathaniel Green Taylor, a congressman, Methodist minister, and poet, and Emaline Haynes 
Taylor, an accomplished pianist. Nathaniel Taylor was a Whig (many of whom later became 
Republicans), while his wife's family, among them her brother, Landon Carter Haynes, were 
Democrats. Alfred followed his father into the Republican Party, while his brother, Robert, followed 
their mother's family into the Democratic Party.  

Taylor attended Duffield Academy in Elizabethton, Tennessee and Buffalo Institute (modern Milligan 
College) in Carter County, Tennessee. Following the outbreak of the Civil War, Nathaniel Taylor 
supported the Union, and the Taylors were forced to move to the North. During this period, Alfred 
attended Pennington Seminary in Pennington, New Jersey.  

Taylor married Jennie Anderson in 1881, and they had ten children together. Their son, Robert Love 
Taylor (1899–1987), named for Alfred's brother, became a United States federal judge.  
 



Following his defeat in the 1922 governor's race, Taylor returned to his farm near Johnson City, 
Tennessee. He died on November 25, 1931, and was buried in the city's Monte Vista Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of Johnson City Lodge 486. 

 
 

 

Gordon Browning 
1889-1976 

Governor 1937-1939 & 1949-1953 
 

Gordon Weaver Browning (November 22, 1889 – May 23, 1976) 
served as Governor of Tennessee from 1937 to 1939, and again 
from 1949 to 1953. He also served six terms in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, from 1923 to 1935, and was Chancellor of 
Tennessee's Eighth Chancery District in the 1940s. As governor, 
he stabilized state finances, doubled the state's mileage of paved 
roads, and enacted legislation to curb voter fraud. His victory in 
the hard-fought 1948 gubernatorial campaign helped break the 

power of Memphis political boss E. H. Crump.  

In the years following World War II, Browning served in the Allied occupational government in 
Germany, and was a civil affairs advisor on the staff of General Dwight D. Eisenhower.  

Browning was born near Atwood in Carroll County, Tennessee, the son of James and Melissa 
(Brock) Browning. When he was still young, his parents moved to Milan, Tennessee, where his 
father served as a justice of the peace. He grew up in the historic Browning House.  After graduating 
from Milan High School in 1908, Browning enrolled in Valparaiso University in Indiana, where he 
earned tuition money waiting tables. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science and a Bachelor of 
Pedagogy in 1913.  

Browning taught school briefly before enrolling in the Cumberland School of Law in Lebanon, 
Tennessee. He graduated in 1915, and was admitted to the bar shortly afterward. In March 1915, he 
began practicing in the law office of George McCall in Huntingdon, Tennessee, in his native Carroll 
County. 

Browning married Ida Leach in 1920. They had no children. 
 
In 1952, rising politician Frank G. Clement challenged Browning for the party's nomination for 
governor. Clement derided Browning as "dishonest, indecent, and immoral," and criticized the state's 
purchase of an expensive office building in Nashville. Browning, nearly twice Clement's age, 
struggled to adapt to the new medium of television.[3] He lost to Clement in the primary, 302,487 
votes to 245,156. 
 
Following his defeat in 1952, Browning returned to Huntingdon to practice law. He again challenged 
Clement for the party's nomination for governor in 1954, but was defeated by a large margin. He 
remained active in the Democratic Party, however, travelling frequently to attend party functions. He 
also operated a dairy farm and an insurance firm. He died on May 23, 1976, and was buried in 
Huntingdon's Oak Hill Cemetery. 
 
He was a member of Huntingdon Lodge 106. 
 
 
 



Jim Nance McCord 
1879-1968 

Governor 1945-1949 

 
Jim Nance McCord (March 17, 1879 – September 2, 1968) was 
a journalist and politician who served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1945 to 1949, and was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from 1943 to 1945. He was also 
Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of 
Conservation from 1953 to 1958, and was a delegate to the state 
constitutional convention of 1953. Prior to state and national 

service, McCord served as Mayor of Lewisburg, Tennessee, from 1916 to 1942, and was publisher 
and editor of the Marshall Gazette.  

As governor, McCord greatly increased funding for education, instituted a state sales tax, and 
enacted right-to-work legislation.  

McCord was born in Unionville in Bedford County, Tennessee, the second of seven children of 
Thomas McCord, a farmer, and Iva (Steele) McCord. He was educated in the public schools and by 
private instructors. In 1894, he moved to Shelbyville, where he worked as a clerk at a hardware 
store. Two years later, he and his half-brother, W.A. McCord, opened a bookstore 
in Lewisburg (in Marshall County). From 1900 to 1910, McCord worked as a traveling salesman, 
gaining invaluable insight into the needs of Middle Tennessee farmers.  

In 1901, McCord married Vera Kercheval, daughter of William Kercheval, publisher of the 
Lewisburg-based newspaper, the Marshall Gazette. In 1910, he began a long newspaper career as 
editor and publisher of the Gazette after purchasing a stake in the paper from his father-in-law. Two 
years later, he bought out his father-in-law's remaining shares. 

McCord died in Nashville on September 2, 1968, at the age of 89, a decade after his last run for the 
governorship. At the time of his death, he was the third oldest governor in Tennessee history, 
behind John I. Cox and Tom Rye, both of whom lived to age 90. Winfield Dunn has since surpassed 
their ages. McCord is buried in Lone Oak Cemetery in Lewisburg.  
 
He was a member of Dillahunty Lodge 112. 

 
 
 

Frank G. Clement 
1920-1969 

Governor 1953-1959 & 1963-1967 

 
Frank Goad Clement (June 2, 1920 – November 4, 1969) was 
a lawyer and politician who served as Governor of 
Tennessee from 1953 to 1959 and from 1963 to 1967. 
Inaugurated for the first time at age 32, he was the state's 
youngest and longest-serving governor in the 20th century. 
Clement owed much of his rapid political rise to his ability to 
deliver rousing, mesmerizing speeches. His sermon-
like keynote address at the 1956 Democratic National 
Convention has been described as both one of the best and 

one of the worst keynote addresses in the era of televised conventions.  
As governor, Clement oversaw the state's economic transformation from a predominantly 
agricultural state to an industrial state. He increased funding for education and mental health, 



and was the first Southern governor to veto a segregation bill. In 1956, he dispatched the 
National Guard to disperse a crowd attempting to prevent integration at Clinton High School.  
He attempted to enter national politics, and although his aggressive speeches at the 1956 
Democratic national convention impressed some members of his own party, they disgusted 
many other politicians and brought an end to his federal political career. His final years, 
including his last term as governor, were marked by severe alcohol abuse, which deeply 
affected his personal and professional life. 

Clement was born at the Hotel Halbrook in Dickson, Tennessee, the son of Robert Clement, a local 
attorney and politician, and Maybelle (Goad) Clement, who operated the hotel. The family moved 
around for several years, living briefly in Vermont and Kentucky, before returning to Dickson in the 
1930s. Clement graduated from Dickson County High School in 1937.  While still young, he took 
speaking lessons with his aunt.  

Clement attended Cumberland University from 1937 to 1939, where he was a member of the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity. He then attended Vanderbilt University Law School, graduating with 
an LL.B in 1942. He worked as an agent for the FBI for about a year, mainly investigating internal 
security and espionage cases. In November 1943, at the height of World War II, he enlisted in the 
U.S. Army, eventually rising to the rank of first lieutenant and commanding officer of Company C of 
the Military Police Battalion at Camp Bullis in Texas. 

After leaving the Army, Clement worked as counsel for the Tennessee Railroad and Public Utilities 
Commission from 1946 to 1950. He was an alternate delegate to the 1948 Democratic National 
Convention. During this same period, he was elected State Commander of Tennessee's American 
Legion, a position through which he developed relationships with veterans in all of Tennessee's 
counties. In the early 1950s, he practiced law with his father in Dickson.  
 
Clement married Lucille Christianson in 1940. They had three sons.  Bob Clement has served 
as Tennessee Public Service Commissioner, director of the Tennessee Valley Authority, president of 
Cumberland University, and a member of the United States House of Representatives from 1987 to 
2003. Frank G. Clement, Jr., has been an attorney, a probate court judge, and currently serves on 
the Tennessee Court of Appeals. 
 
After leaving office, Clement practiced law in partnership with Grant Smith. His wife, who had 
become tired of her husband's alcoholism, filed for divorce in 1969.  He announced a fourth 
gubernatorial campaign in 1969, but died in a car crash on Franklin Road in Nashville just after 
making the announcement.  At the time of his death, he and his estranged wife were headed towards 
reconciliation.  His 10 total years as governor of Tennessee are the longest any person served in the 
position in the 20th century, and longer than all but two 19th-century governors, John 
Sevier and William Carroll. His remains were interred at Dickson County Memorial Gardens near 
Dickson.  He was a member of Dickson Lodge 468. 

 
 

 
Buford Ellington 

1907-1972 
Governor 1959-1963 & 1967-1971 

 
Earl Buford Ellington (June 27, 1907 – April 3, 1972) served 
as Governor of Tennessee from 1959 to 1963, and again from 
1967 to 1971. Along with his political ally, Frank G. Clement, he 
helped lead a political machine that controlled the governor's 
office for 18 years, from 1953 to 1971. 

Ellington was a supporter of President Lyndon B. Johnson; he 
was appointed in 1965 as the Director of the Office of 
Emergency Planning during the Johnson Administration.  



Ellington was born in Holmes County, Mississippi, the son of Abner and Cora (Grantham) Ellington. 
He studied religion at Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi, but had to drop out due to financial 
difficulties. He edited a newspaper in Durant, Mississippi, for a brief period. 

In 1929, he married Catherine Ann Cheek, and moved to her native Marshall County, Tennessee, in 
the south central part of the state. There he bought a store in the Verona community. He worked as 
a salesman for American Harvester in the 1930s, and was a supervising salesman with Tennessee 
Farm Bureau Insurance in the early 1940s. 

Ellington did not seek another office after his second term as governor ended. In the 1970 
gubernatorial campaign, he refused to endorse the Democratic nominee, John Jay Hooker, and 
quietly supported the Republican nominee (and eventual winner), Winfield Dunn. Ellington's press 
secretary, Hudley Crockett, was narrowly defeated by incumbent Al Gore, Sr., in the 1970 U.S. 
Senate primary. 

Ellington died while playing golf in Boca Raton, Florida, on April 3, 1972. Former President Johnson 
and Vice President Spiro Agnew were among those who attended his funeral, and President Richard 
Nixon issued a statement of condolence. 

He was a member of Dillahunty Lodge 112. 

 
  

Winfield Dunn 
1927- 

Governor 1971-1975 
 

Bryant Winfield Culberson Dunn (born July 1, 1927) is a 
businessman, politician, medical industry official, and dentist who 
served as Governor of Tennessee from 1971 to 1975. He was the 
state's first Republican governor in fifty years, and was just the 
sixth since the Civil War.  Dunn was an unsuccessful candidate 
for a second term in 1986, losing to Democrat Ned McWherter. 
He has remained active in the Republican Party and the medical 
field since the end of his term as governor. 

 
Dunn was born in Meridian, Mississippi, the son of Aubert C. Dunn, an attorney and politician, and 
Dorothy (Crum) Dunn. In 1944, during World War II, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, and served as 
a pharmacists' mate in the Asia-Pacific Theatre. He subsequently served as a reserve lieutenant in 
the U.S. Air Force.[1] 

Dunn graduated with a B.B.A. from the University of Mississippi in 1950. That same year, he married 
Betty Prichard, the daughter of a Memphis dentist. After working in the insurance industry for several 
years, he obtained his D.D.S. from the University of Tennessee Medical Units in Memphis in 1955. 
He initially practiced with his father-in-law before opening his own practice in Memphis.  Dunn and 
his wife, Betty, have three children: Charles (Chuck), Gayle, and Julie. 
 
He is a member of Corinthian Lodge 414. 
 

 

 
 
 



Ned McWherter 
1930-2011 

Governor 1987-1995 
 

Ned Ray McWherter (October 15, 1930 – April 4, 2011) was a 
businessman and politician who served as the 46th Governor of 
Tennessee, from 1987 to 1995. Prior to that, he served 
as Speaker of the Tennessee House of Representatives from 
1973 to 1987, the longest tenure as Speaker up to that time. 

McWherter was born in Palmersville, Weakley County, 
Tennessee, the son of Harmon Ray McWherter, a sharecropper, 
and Lucille (Smith) McWherter. He grew up in the Little Zion 

community near Palmersville, where he attended a one-room schoolhouse. In the early 1940s, his 
family moved to Ypsilanti, Michigan, where his father worked in wartime factories. In May 1945, the 
family moved to Dresden, Tennessee, where McWherter's parents purchased the City Cafe, which 
they would operate for several years.  

McWherter attended Dresden High School, where he was co-captain of the football team and 
president of the school's Future Farmers of America chapter. After graduating, he attempted to play 
college football, first at the University of Tennessee at Martin, and then at the University of Memphis, 
and finally at Murray State, but he suffered a knee injury prior to each season at all three schools.  

His college athletic career cut short, McWherter joined the Martin Shoe Company as a salesman. 
When the company's line of sandals struggled against competition from cheaper Japanese imports, 
McWherter travelled throughout the Caribbean and Central America in an attempt to find retailers, 
eventually finding a market for the sandals in Puerto Rico. In 1964, McWherter founded Volunteer 
Distributing to distribute Anheuser-Busch beer in the Weakley area. Two years later, he opened 
Dresden's first nursing home.  

McWherter served for 21 years (1947–1968) in the Tennessee National Guard before retiring with 
the rank of captain. He was a member of the United Methodist Church. 

McWherter married Bette Jean (Beck) McWherter in 1953. She died of cancer in 1973. His 
son Michael Ray McWherter is a businessman and former candidate for governor, and his daughter 
Linda Ramsey is a doctor of physical education at the University of Tennessee at Martin. 
 
McWherter died on April 4, 2011, at Centennial Medical Center in Nashville, where he was being 
treated for cancer. Former President Clinton delivered remarks at McWherter's memorial service, 
and numerous other public figures issued statements of condolence. McWherter is buried in Sunset 
Cemetery in Dresden. 
 
He was a member of Dresden Lodge 90. 


